I am providing more than 35 hours per week of care to my son/daughter [delete as appropriate and add child’s name] who is in receipt of Adult Disability Payment at the enhanced/standard daily living rate/Child Disability Payment at the Higher/Middle rate of the care component [delete as appropriate]. My partner has an award of Carer Support Payment/carers element [delete as appropriate] for caring for our child and this precludes me from making a claim for Carer Support Payment/carers element [delete as appropriate] myself. I therefore do not have an automatic right to be in the no conditionality group under section 19 of the Welfare Reform Act as my partner does.

Our child has [add detail of health conditions], is severely disabled and requires a significant level of care, including [add brief overview about care needed, for example continual supervision or two people to carry out specific care tasks]. 

S/He [delete as appropriate] requires care to be provided both by myself and my partner for more than 35 hours each per week. I would be grateful if you could use your power under Regulation 88 (2) of the Universal Credit regulations 2013, to reduce the number of hours of work search availability in my claimant commitment, as I am a relevant carer for a severely disabled person but am unable to make a claim for Carer Support Payment/the carers element [delete as appropriate] for the sole reason that my partner already receives benefit as my child’s carer.

I am a ‘relevant carer’ for my severely disabled child. Defined as someone ‘who has caring responsibilities for someone who has a physical or mental impairment’. This is made clear at Regulation 88 (2) of the Universal Credit Regulations. Where this applies the number of hours can be limited to the number of hours that you believe is consistent with my caring responsibilities, while still allowing reasonable prospects of finding work. This is also made clear at paragraph J3176 of the Advice for Decision Making. 

I believe that it is unreasonable to expect me to carry out 35 hours per week of work searching alongside the full-time care that I provide to my child and that you should therefore use your power to reduce the number of hours of work search availability in my claimant commitment under Regulation 88 (2). 


